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 (Donated by Patricia Heffernan, daughter of Thomas Heffernan who was raised on this farm) 

 

 The above painting was created by Ruth Reed Cummings, a self-taught artist from 

Marcellus, NY, who started her painting career at the age of 63.  The painting was done on 

consignment for Patricia Heffernan’s Aunt Katherine Heffernan to create a likeness of the farm 

she remembered growing up on the Bailey Road in Fabius. 

 Katherine Heffernan started her teaching career fresh off the Fabius farm teaching eight 

grades under one roof, first at Southwood, then at Gooseville Corners 

and then transferring to the new Fabius Central School for the next 11 

years.  She was a well respected teacher with a deep interest in history.  

While at Fabius, she directed her eighth grade class in completing the 

first history of Fabius, NY. 

           Katherine continued her teaching career at Marcellus in 1941 

until her retirement in 1954.  After retirement, she began her research, 

which resulted in her publication of the history of Marcellus entitled 

NINE MILE COUNTRY. 

 



Reprints of FABIUS IN HISTORY can be purchased at: FABIUS IN HISTORY 

https://www.lulu.com/shop/fabiuis-historical-society/fabius-in-history/paperback/product-

1wr524gq.html?page=1&pageSize=4 
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