
Welcome to the Fabius Historical Society

• May 12th 2025  Two-part  meeting 

• FHS Webpage

• Tracing Landownership



Where is 
this 

Fabius
House?
Anyone 
Know 

Patricia
Patrick?



Memorial Day 2025  

SUNDAY MAY 25TH  11 AM TILL 2PM

MONDAY MAY 26TH 9AM TILL 2PM



Memorial Day 2025  
 at the Community Center

• Mike Shea Auction Bill collection
• Veteran’s Photos
• Scrapbooks (30+)
• F-P School Yearbooks (almost all years)
• F-P Sports Books offered for sale
• Collection  “The Davenport-Howden Family History Collection”
     Explained by Sheridan Davenport
• Local Farm Histories & Photos



FHS Audio/Video Director

Alex Artyukhin

artyukhin@gmail.com



Tracing Land Ownership

FABIUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

MAY 12TH 2025

BY BILL CASEY
 
BILL5308@AOL.COM    (315) 810-4190

mailto:bill5308@aol.com


Tools   (free stuff)

• Abstract of Title  (normally covers last 40 years)
• Previous owner’s knowledge and maybe their abstract
• Neighbors 
• Maps
• Federal & NYS Agricultural Census
• Assessor’s Records
• Grantee/Grantor Records



Maps                 all available on the website

• 1790 Joseph Annin

• 1829 Burr 

• 1852 Fagan

• 1859 French

• 1860 Dawson

• 1874  Homer Sweet

• 1889  Homer Sweet



Map 1783



Map 1783

Outlander



Redline
Thank you 

King George III
1763



Map about 1775



Map  1790 
60,000 acres 
28 Townships

100 lots of 600 acres each 
Township 



Note size of
Onondaga 

County





Bill Casey
Highlight





Surveyors assigned 
To Townships



Map drawn by 
Surveyor

Joseph Annin
1790





Whole book 
On just
Lot 50



1829 Burr



1852Fagan



1859 French’s



1860 Dawson



1874 Sweet’s



1889



Federal and New York State Agricultural Census

• 1850

• 1855

• 1860

• 1870

• 1875

• 1880





Assessor’s Records
FHS RECORDS 1790-1803,1847,1848, 
1857,1860,1861,1862,1865,1866,1867,1869,
1870,1871,1873,1874,1875,1880,1883,1885,
1886,1889,1890,1892,1895,2005



1803 Assessor Records
 Most everyone is a farmer



1848
Assessor 
Records



Grantee/Grantor Records

• For Onondaga County only 

• most counties have online resources



Sign in as a guest



Grantee/Grantor Records

https://cotthosting.com/NYOnondagaExternal/User/Login.a
spx?ReturnUrl=%2fNYOnondagaExternal

https://cotthosting.com/NYOnondagaExternal/User/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fNYOnondagaExternal
https://cotthosting.com/NYOnondagaExternal/User/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fNYOnondagaExternal






Project:  Find owners from 
1790 Patrick Wall to 
Bill & Joanne Casey 1996







1948 Aerial View
Mason Bros. photo









Lot 12
1790 Land Grant to Patrick Wall, he dies in 1780, land goes to NYS.
1848 William Clark with 97 acres
1849 William Clark sells to his son H.H. Clark 
1849-1874 H.H. Clark enlarges farm with surrounding acreage
1874 H.H. Clark sells to son-in-law Wilson Wallace now 260 acres
1896 Wilson Wallace trades farm for ice business in Syracuse
           with Ward V. Ranger (Syracuse Photographer and teacher at 
           Syracuse University.  Ranger rents out farm.
1905  W.V. Ranger dies and son Henry Ranger is in charge of estate.
1909  Bryon Griffin moves to farm, 1911 barn, large enough
            to milk 75 cows, burns.  1914 Irving Skeele builds new barn.
    



Lot 12 continued

1916 Bryon & Willie Griffin purchase from Henry Ranger
1928 Bryon & Willie Griffin to daughter Martha Gorman
1945 Martha Gorman to Irving Brower, absentee owner
1946 Irving Brower to John Casey & Donald Casey
1960 John Casey & Donald Casey to John Casey
1996  John Casey to Bill & Joanne Casey 



Henry Harrison Clark
1849-1875



Wilson Wallace
1875-1896



Ward V. Ranger
1896-1905



Henry Ward Ranger 1905-1909



Painting by Henry Ranger





Bryon Griffin
1909-1938



Martha Gorman 
1940-1945



Irving Brower
1945



The End
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